
Bishop Monkton CE Primary School - History Knowledge Organiser – Ripon City—Year 1 

 

What should I already know?  

 Where you live in relation to Ripon. 

 Town and cities change over time. 

 What is a town or a city? 

Book Suggestions 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          James Gulliver Hancock 

Timeline 

672 The first church was built on the site of the cathedral 

886 the first horn was given to Ripon 

1108 the first market took place in Ripon 

1600s spurs made in Ripon 

1664 first horse race in Ripon 

1723 first ladies horse race in Ripon, England 

1830 Ripon Courthouse built 

1836 the present Ripon Cathedral built 

1850s Lewis Carroll was inspired to write Alice in Wonderland 

1855 Ripon Workhouse built 

Key Knowledge 

Industry: used to make metal spurs for horses, 
then textiles (wool). 

Alfred the Great gave a horn to Ripon and told 
the people to keep watch for raiding Vikings. The 
Wakeman blows the horn four times in the    
market place at 9pm every night. 

There is still a market every Thursday where  
people trade. It began in 1108. 

The cathedral started as a crypt which is still 
there. The tunnel inspired the tunnel in Alice in 
Wonderland. The animal carvings in the choir stall 
also inspire the story. Lewis Carroll’s father was 
canon of the cathedral in 1852. A church was built 
on top and then in 1836 it became a cathedral. 

The first horse race in England took place in   
Ripon. 

Democracy took place in the courthouse. Many 
people were held in the police cells and         
sometimes sent to Australia as a punishment. This 
makes Ripon important globally. 

In the Victorian times, if people were too poor to 
buy food they were sent to the workhouse. 

Vocabulary 

cathedral The most important church in the area. A 
bishop is in charge. 

city A large town with a cathedral 

church A building used for Christian worship  

courthouse A building where a group of people decide 
if someone had done something  against 
the law 

crypt An underground room used as a church 

democracy A way of ruling people 

farming growing food or animals to sell 

global To do with the whole world 

hornblower Someone who blows a horn 

industry Making things to sell 

local Close by 

market Place to trade (sell things) 

present The time which in now 

spurs A spike worn on a heel to help move a 
horse forward 

textiles Cloth or material 

town A place with lots of buildings which is 
smaller than a city 

trade Buying and selling things 

Victorian 
times 

When Victoria was Queen of England 

Vikings People who came from Scandanavia 

wakeman A man that must stay awake. 

workhouse A place where poor people went to work 
for their food. 

Historical Skills and Enquiry  

To begin to use dates and create a   
timeline. 

To describe historical events. 

To observe evidence of history              
e.g. buildings 

To ask and answer questions about the 
past. 


